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Charlene Easton works with public and private sector decisionmakers to achieve transformative leadership on the
sustainability agenda. Her focus is leadership today for
tomorrow’s value creation and success. With over 20 years
working at the forefront of sustainability and climate protection
in Canada and around the globe, Charlene is an accomplished
sustainability professional with recognized achievements at the
local, national and international levels.
As former director of sustainability at the University of British
Columbia, she managed a university-wide sustainability
portfolio dedicated to embedding sustainability in institutional
governance, teaching, research and campus operations.
Charlene led the university to be recognized as in the top 15 universities in North
America by receiving the highest grade in campus sustainability (an A-) in 2008 from
the Sustainable Endowment Institute’s Report. In 2009/2010 she was awarded along
with her office, the Coca-Cola Live Positively Award. Dedicated to catalytic leadership
in this role, Charlene initiated declarations, alliances and leadership training programs
serving universities in Canada and around the world.
Some other notable career highlights include: a three-year Canadian
International Development Scholarship in Forestry in the Caribbean (1985-1987);
the globally renowned Local Agenda 21 Planning Guide used by municipalities
world-wide (1996); the Environmental Education for Sustainable Development
Plan, adopted by Jamaican Parliament in 1998; the Local Sustainable
Development Planning Framework, Jamaica (1999); co-founding the
Sustainability Purchasing Network in British Columbia (2006); three years as a
senior advisor to the Antamina, Peru Owners’ (Teck, BHP Billiton, Xstrata and
Mitsubishi) working group on sustainable community development (2005-2008);
co-founding the network of the Canadian University and College Sustainability
Professionals (2009); co-founding the award winning UBC Summer Institute in
Sustainability (2007); the UBC Sustainability Academic Strategy (2009), and the
UBC Climate Action Plan (2010), the first comprehensive climate action plan by a
Canadian university.
Charlene has a Bachelor of Arts Degree specializing in English Literature and
Classics. Charlene began her sustainability career as a CUSO volunteer in
Nigeria in 1982. This experience sparked a life-time commitment to environment
and sustainable development. In 1987, she graduated with a York University

Masters of Environmental Studies upon completion of a three year CIDA
scholarship, with a combined focus on community development, environmental
management and sustainability education. Her career has fostered a variety of
sector-based sustainability programs in Canada, the Caribbean, Africa, Latin
America and Asia.
Charlene is a writer and public speaker. She is a member of the Research Partnership
for a Sustainable Asia Pacific Rim and sits on the Editorial Board, of Sustainability, the
Journal of Record. She is a trainer, leader and a coach experienced in building
interdisciplinary teams to manage complex and comprehensive portfolios.
Charlene and her teenage son live in Metro Vancouver, British Columbia. In her
spare time she serves as a volunteer with a local animal charity as well as a
member of a community-based rowing club.

